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"stating that [Buddha] transcends the world" and the
latter means "talk [of Buddha] transcending what is in
the world." In the "Mahavastu" we have apparently a
sort of text book of this sect, though the treatise represent
itself to be portion of the Vinaya.1 It teaches with
iteration the doctrine of the unworldliness or super-world-
liness of the Tathagatas or Great Kishis, and consists
mainly of legends of the past and present lives of the
Buddha. As Vasumitra shews, the Lokottarayadins, like
the other sects which branched off from the Mahasangika
body, differed from the latter only in the accidentals not
in the essentials of doctrine and precept. The peculiar
doctrine about the Buddhas must be excepted. In the lists
of the Buddhist schools given in the Dlpavamso the Lokot-
taravadin school is not mentioned.
The description in the text proceeds.

On the declivity of a hill to the north-east of the capital was
a standing image of Buddha made of stone, 140 or 150 feet high,
of a brilliant golden colour and resplendent with ornamentation
of precious substances. To the east of it -was a Buddhist mona-
stery built by a former king of the country. East of this., was
a standing image of Sakyamum Buddha above 100 feet high,
made of t'u-shih, the pieces of which had been cast separately
and then welded together into one figure.

The large Buddha image of this passage is evidently
the "big idol, male'7 which Captain Talbot measured with
his theodolite and found to be 173 feet high. A picture
of this image is given at p. 341 in Vol. xviii of the R. A.
S. Journal in the Article already quoted from. Captain
Talbot states that the image was "hewn out of the conglo-
merate rock, but the finishing, drapery, &c., was all added
by putting on stucco". Our pilgrim's statement that the
image was of a "brilliant golden colour" agrees with its
name "Surkbut" or "Gold image", and this is said to be
probably the meaning of another of its names the Red
Idol.2 The second image, we have seen, was made of

1  Mahavastu ed. Senart. T. I. Int& p. 2, p. 159.

2  J. E. A. S.  Vol. xix. p. 162, 164.